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' Some Conſiderations Relating to the Eaſt- 
India Traze. 
Upon occaſson of ſome Papers lately ſet forth againſt the Company. 


Hoſe Worthy Perſons who firſt attended to the Management of the Preſent Eait-Indiz 
Joynt-Stock, were excellently Temper'd for the recovery of a Trade, fo ſadly diſor- 
derd by the preceding Interlopers, in the extravagant Enhanfing of the Commodities 

6. . . of thoſe Countreys, and beating down of Ours There; which could never have been 
duced, but by ſuch moderate Beginnings, and a Continuance of ſome Years. Which when 
ace Effeted, and all things well ſetled, It was no lefs ſeaſonable, for the indefatigable Appli- 

cation of that Eminent Perſon, (fo unjuſtly afperſed) with the Concurrence of the reſt, to 

lilate the Trade 5 wherein that Progreſs was made, and thoſe new foundations laid and traced 

ut, as particularly along the Coaſts of Mallabar, in the Queen of Attingas Country, ard inthe 
ingee Country on Choromandclt (ide, and of Sumatra, and the more Eaſtern Seas, as would have 
ceeded Expectation, 

. When ſuch a Crew of New Interlopers broke in again, as put all into Confuſion. And not 

content, made it their Buſineſs to Decry, to Clamour, and to Inſtigate all Mankind againſt 
hem 3 as well in the Moga's Dominions, as here. To which alone that Expenfive War with 
d great a Prince, (though not un-preſidented by the *Portugneſe, Hollanders and other Europeans) 
a all.the Vexations here at' home, particulaaly that ſadden, Calling in of Moneys, do owe 
their Original 3 But which by the Goodneſs of God, have all hitherto been waded through, 
with ſo much Honour and Juſtice, as nothing but Ill Will and Miſchievous Deſigns, can deny 


them this Praiſe. | 
* he: Seple-of the Mogul's Phirmaunds, will affe& none, who have obſerved that of the Eaftern 
Princes to all their Neighbours. As for Inſtance, that of the Txrks, to the Emperour of Ger- 
many, to the "Poles, Venetians, "Perſians, &c. And fo of the Saracens and Tartars, from whom 
Je derives. Mean while the Company isnot only Tolerated, but Courted to Return, and Settle 
zain in all his Provinces. FE 
The admiſſion of Armenians (being no more than our Neighbours would be glad to afford 
them) is but a Temporary Allowance, whereby to gain ſome inſpettion into the Up-Land and 
Northern parts; and thereby New Markets for our Woollen Manufactures, which have never 
penetrated ſo far up, and is above all things ſought after by the Company. And in Truth, 
thoſe Armenians are the only Merchants on the face of the Earth, that can greatly encreaſe the 
Vent of Engliſh Cloth, and would wonderfully Augment it, if they might carry Our Cloth to 
Turkie,paying that Companies Duties, as they may, Dutch Cloth, without paying any Duries,but 
what the Natives pay themſclves.  ..  ; -.. 

The proportioning. the Number of Votes, by the quantity of Stock, is no more than is war- 
anted by the Royal Charters,; carrying with it The approbation of Kings, Privy Council and 
$zges of the Law, The General Ulage of all the Joynt-Stocks in Exgland, Of all Part-Owners of 
Shipping in Exrope, And thoſe famous Sea-Laws of Olleron and * Barcellona ſo univerſally received. 

ithout which, in a Joint-ſtock, The Proprietors of ſmall Stocks, might buy and fell the Whole: 

An inconfiderable Bribe or Advantage, out-weighing their Trivial, and perhaps deſigning Shares 
4n the Joynt Concern, ,, But this is ſeldom uſed, in ought but in Elections tor the Court of Aſh- 
{tants; ( In which Court the whole mannagement of the Stock being tranſlated, no Member hath 
any more than a fingle Vote. )- And yet of great neceſſity to be exerted, in caſe of Combinations 
'of the Cyphers againſt the Figures. - It, being much leſs probable, that the greater Stocks ſhould 


miſuſe this Priviledge, than the ſmaller... | 
' Our Prudenr Neighbours, as Popular as the Conſtitution of their State 1s, have yet thought 

ood, and found it fo, to ſettle that of their Company wholly Ariſtocratick, and Perpetual - and 
Cfor fear of Oſtraciſms, good only to Exile the Beſt, the Ableſt, and the molt Experienced;) have 


eſtabliſhed their Court of Afliſtants Cor ſeventeen *Bewznthebbers ) for Life, and ſtillto be ſup- 


plyed by the Votes, not of the Multitude, but the Survivors. = 
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But this objcCtion ſeems to ariſe from ſuch, whoſe practices have run the Company upon 4 

_ neceliicy of Private Contradts, ( Which are no other than Sales, by allowance of the Genel) th 
Court committed to the management-of the Court of Athftants, -and-by them made tow 
bids moſt. ) The ſame thing as by thc Candle, only ſometimes thought fitter, when the fs, 
tity is great, and Combinations apprehended, 'Qr elſe from ſuch; who tor other ends, woul 
have us criple our ſclves, from the power of a Remedy, which no Merchants nor Compani 
in the World, were ever yet debarred of, norcan be without 3 Frade will be free, or wil 
go where itmay bz ſo. It may allow of a Limitation to the afſent of the General Court, by 
no Excluſion, 

Nor is it nece{fary for Joynt Stocks ta be ſtrained like *Procruftes's Gueſts to the Model of Ele 
Rions for Parliamert. Which, were' that to be new framed, who knows what Modifications: 
might admit of ? But yet with all good Patriotts, ought to beheld, as Venerable and Sacred 
for its Noble Antiquity, as Bleſſed, for its happy Influences on this Nation. — 

As for the Ifland of *Polleroon, no ' Fortifications upon fo {mal}, ſo Remote an 1f{land, & 
ſcituated within the ſtrength of our Undiſturbed Neighbours, conld ever be rendered [m. 
pregnablſe, Nor wzs it for ſo Changeable and Precarious an Eſtabliſhment as this Companie 
is now repreſented, tobe very laviſh'in that way of” Expence 3 as thele pretended Under-V4. 
luations, of thofe which they have <lfewere found needful to Undertake, do but too much 
confirm. 

And although the Suggeſtions, as if the maintaining an Ambaſlador at the eMogulls Coun, 
would excuſe all the great expence of Fortifications, may ſeem plauſible at firſt hearing, un- 
till we take into confideration, the Inſtability of that Government, Frequent Convulfions a- 
bout the ſuccelſiors, Rebellions, Wars and Diſturbances, to which that Unfiniſhe Con- 
queſt, is ever obnoxious, ( Where ſo many of the Ancient Raja's do ſtill retain a Tributary 
Poſſeſſion, in the many faſtzeſſes of thoſe Woods and Mountains ;) And then the Neceſſity 
of Forts and Caſtles will ſpeak for it ſelf. Not forgetting the+late- attempt of the Frezch, in 
the Road of Fort St. (zeorge. Red, 4 

And here I muſt needs admire their monſtrous Zeal for their Countreys honour, at the 
charge of their Countrey men 3 Who rather than their Proje& of Subſcriptions, ſhoul not be 
received in {:4ia with all imaginable applauſe, would have their needleſs Ambaflador, go ſtuff: 
ed with the Reſtitutions from the Company in Specie, which ( they cannot but have learnt) 
have been allready made at Surrat in ready eng | with the very Fraights to the Jzks out of 
which the Goods were taken, to the content and admiration of all Parties concerned ; As if 
"they would have th& ſaid Companies Stock laid ont in Carpets, for this new One to make a 
Solemn Entry upon.. | | , 

That the Company are in a capacity to revive and carry on their Trade, is now AGually 
in praftice. But whiles they make ſuch a noiſe, of the imaginary Neceffity, of fo vaſt an 
Increaſe of the Stock, for the full carrying” on of the Indian Trade, it were fit, to conſider 
foberly, how great aLimb of the Conſumptionoof thoſe Commodities here, is lopt off by the 

rench Prohibition 3 beſides other obſtuRions at ſach 'a JunQure at this, and it will then appear - 
how ſafe a Precedent, the Prudence of the firft Conduftors of the prefent Joynt-Stock ties 
Hard before us. Z, 

It was no Fault of the Companies, that they have not been allowed a Parliamentary Con 
firmation, whilſt it was neither fit nor ſafe, may I not ſay Criminal, for them' to queſtion al 
Authority, in their Caſe, which the Parliament. themſelves would never yet undertake. Nat 
have on ſeveral occaſions, ifnot direaly approved, Let paſs. But ithad been a National, arf 
Irreparable Misforturie had they Sat {till, and waited for it unti] now: | 
- The Companies Enemies are at length brought'to agree, that a Joynt-Stock is the only good 
way to manayge and- improve the Trade for Iaia. - | 
Mean while,' what Loads of -Jajuries and unſpeakable dammages, have the Interlopers and 
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So they aſperſe the Company en the one hand, for making a *Piratical War in 1y.;; 
their Stock, by rich Prizes from thoſe Merchants. And on the other hand, for not co demani 
| | app note If nademning 

4. them when brought 10, Though (as appeared.) out of an honourable intention to preſerve th 
[gintire, in order to a fair Reſtitution; when the great Mogul, being berter ſatisfyed of the 2 
1{demeanours of his great Governours (who were thereupon diſplaced, and ſucceeaea DY moe 

better diſpoſed towards the Company) ſhould condeſcend to an amicable Compoſure. Much 
more might be enlarged here to the Reputation of the Company, had they not juſt grounds to 
apprehend 11! Offices abroad, by the Inſtruments of theſe our homebred Enemies ; whereof we 
have had but too many Inſtances, in the inflaming of the Quarrel, It is good Manners, to let 

Great Princes ſpeak their own Style, whiles they do us Right. 

That Infamous Term of Conſpirators, and Tricks, is moſt liberally beſtowed upon the Com- 
pany, for their Worthy Endeavours, to aſlert the Right of a ſtock, intruſted to their Manage- 
ment. But after ſo many years combining, to ruine it, both abroad and at home, and the courls 
taken to inveigle others into their Intereſts, by cajolling them into Subſcriptions for a new Stock , 
upon hopes, if not aſſurance, of twenty per Cert. profit thereon (without one peny disburſement) 
as ſoon as ever they (hall have obtained an AQ of Parliament for their purpoſe ; One wonld think 
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V, this ſhould much better ſuit with their own Intreagues, Confpiracics being generally ingaged in,to 

ack] ruin the Innocent, and not to preſerve a Right in Poſſeſſion, But in this manner,with unequall'd 

Confidence, do they Jay their own Miſchiefs at the Companies door. Imputing the Wars with 

in | the Mogul and Siam, with all the multiplyed conſequences to the Trade, the Stock, the Ship- 

mY ping, Mens Lives, the Cuſtoms, the Nation, and even the calling in of Moneys, unto the Com- 

x p_ Piratical deſigns, Whilcs all theſe have been the meer effefts of their own unworthy 
ractices, 


rn As if a Company of Men ſhould come to the Supream Magiſtrates, and tell them, *©* There lies 
ty * a ſpacious Plain upon the Confines of three Potent States of a conſequence well known to all. 
"| © Our Induſtrious Countreymen have ſeveral times, and not unſucceſsfully, put in for our Nations 
& ſhare 3 but for want of Countenance from above, have been as often diſturbed, by men of 
| © like unruly Principles with our ſelves. At length, ſome Publick Spirited Perſons, with ſuch 
| © Authority as the Reigning Powers would afford them, (and this fromthe time of Good Queen 
r| © Clizabeth's firſt Charter, never diſallowed of before,) took heart, and rather than indure fo 
) © irreparable a loſs to the Nation, Undertaking the Work, had at length recovered this Defolate 
# *© Plantation into a poſture fo inviting, That We not longer able to refrain, reſolvedly broke in 
* (at the Windows,though the Doors were open) and throwing down all the Fences,with all the 
« Miſchief and Combinations we could deviſe and pack againſt them,both abroad and at home:We 
* havereduced it into a Condition, which will require both Time and Chargetoreſtore it. And 
* now,how reaſonable ſoever it were,to ſtrengthen and comfort the Undertakers, and their Suc- 
* ceſſors,who having ſo vigorouſly Weathered all theſe ſtorms, and Jaid out in:Building Caſtles, 
* Towns, FaQtories,, and Buying Lands, Territories Priviledges and Revenues, whichcoſt them 
+ at ſundry times above 1000000 |.might promiſe to themſelves from this High Courr,that tender 
« Conſideration at leaſt, which our Laws do allow even to a Tenant at Will, (who having 
_ & Tilled his Ground, and Sowed his Grain, may not be turned out before he has got in his 
< Crop.) Eſpecially,when the main Encouragement upon which they did engage their Fortunes, 
* was, that they ſhould have three years continuance after warning. We do preſent theſe our 
« Clamorous Requeſts to the Supream Magiſtrates, that Jaying aſide all regard for the injured 
« Parties, the Widows, Orphans, and all that number of Interefſed, unconcerned in any of our 
« Suggeſtions, they will de pleaſed to Legallize all the Wrongs that we have done them, and ( for 
* Encouragement to ſuch as our ſelves, ) give up this coſtly Plantation to our Diſcretion, that 
« we may take all that they have, at all manner of Diſadvantages, ro them 53 In ſhort, We 
« may kill the Heir and the Inheritance ſhall be ours : 


William L angborn, 


